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Adana Courthouse, Turkey 10" of April 2026

On the 10% of April, the final verdict was issued in the case of the Turkish prosecution
against lawyer Siar Risvanoglu at the Adana 11t Criminal court. After hours of pleadings and
two previous hearings, the lawyer was acquitted of all charges.

The finalisation of this trial comes as a relief to the Foundation Day of the Endangered
Lawyer, who along with other International Bar Associations, the European Lawyers for
Democracy and Human Rights and the European Democratic lawyers, has observed this case
for a long time.

The case started with a raid on Lawyer Risvanoglu’s office and his arrest on the 26" of
November 2024. Following this, a case was filed, charging him of “membership of an armed
organisation.” Subsequently, the international lawyer community reacted strongly with an



international joint letter, condemning his arrest and detention. While he was released soon,
his prosecution continued.

The hearing on the 6% of February 2026, which was observed by our director Hans
Gaasbeek, showcased clearly the injustices that have had influenced this trial. For example,
the crown-witness had in a previous interrogation declared to have seen Risvanoglu at a
camp of the PKK, which organisation is denoted as a terrorist organisation by the Turkish
government. However, during the court case on the 6% of February, he denied completely
knowing the lawyer, also admitting to having lied in the previous hearing because of
pressure from the police.

On the 10™, the trial was finalised, no more evidence was put on the table by the
prosecutor, and Risvanoglu and his team of lawyers got a final chance to plead for the
courthouse.

Lawyer Risvanoglu started with his pleadings by aligning his position to the ideological
framework from which he comes: Marxist-Leninism and working-class Internationalism. He
extended greetings to the Iranian and Palestinian struggles as to CHD ‘s ( Progressive
Lawyers Association ) imprisoned members Selcuk Kozagach and Barkin Timtik, “and all
revolutionary prisoners of Turkey and Kurdistan”. He also extended his support to striking
workers from Smart Solar and Grid solutions, an Italian high school and the Polonez
workers.

He deplored the threats and attacks against his office and his car, which followed a speech
he gave at the Adana lawyer’s Bar Association. The political nature of this speech has been
consecutively marked by himself and his lawyers as an important cause of his prosecution.
Therefore, he opened his defence denouncing the prosecution as politically motivated.

Risvanoglu defended not only himself but also decried the many injustices he perceived to
be happening in his community. This included the conviction of a local prosecutor, the
sufferings of the poor, working-class people and the oppression of the Kurdish community.

He also engaged with several charges, denouncing the inclusion of his use of the word
“Kurdistan” in the file as evidence of PKK membership. He explained that he thought the
case was of a political nature, also committed to suppressing his actions for the
Revolutionary Workers Party (DIS).

In an oratorically gifted fashion, he also cited a wide range of sources including Socrates,
Dostoyevski and poet Asik Veysel. He concluded with stating his alliance with the working
class and the oppressed and cited John Lennon’s “Imagine” as his last words.

Following Risvanoglu’s words, the lawyers Sergen Nisanoglu, Ali Ekiz, Funda Buyruk, Sevda
Sevilmis, Neziha Eken, and Sinan Tumrukolcu did their last pleading.

They engaged with the charges and argued that the evidence did not amount to anything
substantial. Ali Ekiz for example explained that there were hotel and cell station records and



travel records used to prove that Risvanoglu travels for a terrorist organisation. Ekiz argued
that this is unfounded and that the charges are of a political nature.

Other lawyers protested the prosecutor’s use of bank transfers and cell station records
connecting Risvanoglu to “members of a terrorist organisation”. Since these members were
Risvanoglu’s clients, the lawyers argued it is only logical that there are records of his
privileged communication with his clients. They also stated that the lawyer should not be
identified with the client.

They also denounced the prosecutor’s previous use of a testimony of the crown witness,
even after the witness himself stated to have lied completely. The lawyers also condemned
the police use of effective remorse law to get this witness to open up, even though there is
no evidence of the witness’ relationship with Risvanoglu.

His partner and lawyer Neziha Eken also held a final pleading. She criticised the prosecutor’s
use of lawyer Risvanoglu’s private communication, travel records and his relatives’ bank
accounts. She illustrated how the charges were based on loose connections, not amounting
to concrete evidence. For example, when a picture taken in Belfast of Risvanoglu with a
mural with PKK founder Ocalan was used as evidence of his membership of the armed
organisation, she argued that there were many pictures with many different murals and that
the prosecutor was dwelling on trivial matters. She concluded that there was not any real
proof presented.

Following his partner’s words, Lawyer Risvanoglu made a closing statement. He denounced
the use of insubstantial evidence, and in this final pleading returned to his personal beliefs.
He affirmed his strong commitment to equality, the working class, and environmental
protection. He concluded that his thoughts go out to the workers, the poor people, and the
lawyers and the journalists who are in prison. He stated: “This is not my trial this is the trial
of your honour and dignity and the minimum existence of law and justice”. He thanked the
court and awaited his judgement.

After brief deliberation, the judges returned after 5 minutes with their final verdict.
Unanimously, the judges voted for the lawyer’s acquittal. The Foundation Day of the
Endangered Lawyer, European Democratic Lawyers and European Lawyers for Democracy
and Human Rights are glad with this final verdict and hope that this will set a precedent for
future court cases, in which lawyers like Risvanoglu are not disturbed with insubstantial
charges, enabling them to continue their important Lawyers work and are no longer being
harassed by prosecution or other forms of harassment.

We use the UN basic principles on the role of lawyers as our guiding framework. If you wish
to become a donor or a friend to the organisation go to:
https://dayoftheendangeredlawyer.eu/become-a-friend-or-donor/ or send an e-mail to:
sgaasbeek@gaasbeekengaasbeek.nl

On behalf of the Foundation Day of the Endangered Lawyer as International Trial Observer:
Gabe Wielinga
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