DAY OF THE
ENDANGERED LAWYER 2016

Lawyers in Danger in Honduras
Giornata dell’avvocato minacciato

Journée des avocats en danger

Tehlikedeki avukatlar günü

El Día del Abogado Amenazado

TAG DER BEDROHTEN ANWÄLTE

Introduction
There are many lawyers around the world who are, on a daily basis, prevented from practising
law and doing their professional duties. There are lawyers who are being harassed, silenced,
put under pressure, threatened, persecuted and tortured. There are also known cases of
lawyers who disappeared or were murdered, just because they took their professional duties
seriously and wanted to put them into practice.
The structural obstruction of lawyers in the exercise of their profession is a serious human
rights problem that deserves our full attention and support. That is why every year on the 24th
of January we pay special attention – on an international level – to lawyers all over the world
who are being endangered. This day is recognized as the International Day of the Endangered
Lawyer.
In previous years we asked for special attention to the situation of lawyers in Iran, Turkey, the
Basque Country, Colombia and the Philippines. In 2016, on the occasion of the 6th
International Day of the Endangered Lawyer, we have set our focus on the situation in
Honduras.
Lawyers from all around the world gathered and held rallies in front of embassies and
consulates of Honduras in many European and non-European capitals and cities in support of
the lawyers in Honduras who are being obstructed in practicing their profession. These rallies
and demonstrations were organized by the European lawyer organizations ELDH and AED,
and the Foundation Day of the Endangered Lawyer. The rallies and demonstrations were
among others supported by the following international lawyer organisations and Bar
associations:
The Honduran Association of Judges for Democracy
The European Bar Human Rights Institute IDHAE
The Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe CCBE
Many Bar Associations of the capitals and international cities
Lawyers for Lawyers (the Netherlands)
The International Association of Democratic Lawyers IADL
The International Association of People’s Lawyers
The International Association of Lawyers UIA
The Collegio de Abogados de Honduras
In The Hague the demonstration took place in front of the International Peace Palace, because
of the lack of an Honduran Embassy or Consulate in the Netherlands.
This report is made by:
Hans Gaasbeek
Imane Aynan
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Overview of the situation of lawyers and judges in Honduras
Since the coup d’état that took place on the 28th of June 2009 human rights violations have
escalated in Honduras. The human rights violations have gravely affected the Honduran
population, their effects and repercussions have continued, persisted, and made the situation
of the country very complex. This situation has been stated by different United Nations
mechanisms: Special procedures, Human Rights Treaty Bodies, and the Human Rights
Council. The Inter American Human Rights System and different national and international
human rights organizations have also referred to it. The practice of law has become a highrisk profession in Honduras. Lawyers and human rights activists have been threatened,
attacked, abducted and assassinated as a result of their work. In Honduras more lawyers have
been murdered than in any other country in the world. Peace Brigades International (PBI) has
observed that the lawyers who provide legal assistance in cases surrounding land and
territorial rights are at particularly high risk.
The National Commissioner of Human Rights (CONADEH, by its initials in
Spanish) registered 89 cases of violent death of lawyers between 2010 and March 2015. Of
the 89 casualties 81% were men and 19% were women. Among the lawyers who died
violently in the past five years there were also judges, magistrates, public prosecutors and
counsellors. Most victims were executed inside their vehicles, sometimes in the
company of their families, friends or clients. Others were killed in or just outside their homes
or on public roads. Most of these assassinations were committed with firearms by so-called
sicarios (hired killers).
Sadly the assassinations of lawyers are ongoing in 2016. Already six more lawyers have been
murdered this year alone:
1. SALIM AGURCIA REYES, was shot death on 8th of January 2016 at San Pedro Sula.
Agurcia. He was supposedly killed by some of his debtors, who refused to pay him back.
2. FRANKLIN EDGARDO MONTERO (32 years old), was shot to death on the 25th of
January 2016 in Santa Bárbara. The reason for his assassination remains unknown, but it is
assumed that he was killed, because he was a Criminal Law Lawyer and he was defending
among others cases related to money laundering.
3. ELVIN ALEXANDER VELÁSQUEZ ESPINAL (33 years old), was shot to death on the
14th of March 2016 in La Ceiba. He was allegedly murdered due to his legal work. He
represented clients in criminal and civil cases. After the assassination of ESPINAL, Carlos
Molina, the president of the Bar Association in La Ceiba, stated the following: “We're really
upset about the powerlessness we feel, that only adds up the statistics of lawyers’ deaths and
impunity continues to prevail. The investigating authorities never find those responsible.”.
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4. JOHNNY JESÚS RÍOS LINARES, was shot to death in front of his children on the 20th
of May 2016 in San Pedro Sula. The authorities presume that he was killed, because he was a
Criminal Law Lawyer.
5. JOSÉ LEONEL ANDINO (32 years old) was shot to death on the 19th of June 2016 in
San Pedro Sula. The reasons for his assassination are unknown.
6. SAIRA FLETES, was shot to death on the 15th of July 2016 in San Pedro Sula. According
to the police she was murdered, because she was alledgely related to a very dangerous
criminal organization, known as “La Banda de los Olanchanos” (The Gang of Olanchanos:
Olanchanos is the demonym of a Honduran Department called Olancho).
It goes without saying that the human rights situation in Honduras is grave and alarming. It
deserves our continuous attention and unceasing support. The Day of the Endangered Lawyer,
keeps seeking attention and support of threatened lawyers in Honduras.
More information on the human rights situation in Honduras can be found here:
http://nl.dayoftheendangeredlawyer.eu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2015/12/REPORT-ONLAWYERS-VIOLENT-DEATH-CONADEH.pdf
http://nl.dayoftheendangeredlawyer.eu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2015/12/Briefing-on-thesituation-of-Honduran-Lawyers_ELDH_nov21.pdf
http://communities.lawsociety.org.uk/international/regions/global/reflections-for-the-day-ofthe-endangered-lawyer-the-case-of-honduras/5053195.fullarticle
Also for further information, please contact:
Hans Gaasbeek, International Coordinator of the Day of the Endangered Lawyer
Nieuwe Gracht 5a - 2011 NB Haarlem (Pays-Bas)
Tel: (+31) - (0)23 531 86 57
E-Mail : hgaasbeek@gaasbeekengaasbeek.nl
Thomas Schmidt, Barrister and Secretary-General of the European Association of
Lawyers for Democracy and World Human Rights (the ELDH, http://www.eldh.eu)
Platanenstrasse 13, 40233 - Duesseldorf (Allemagne)
Tel (+49) - (0)211 444 001, Mobile + 49 (0) 172 68 10 888
E-Mail: thomas.schmidt@eldh.eu
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Florence de La Pradelle
Rue Souveraine, 95, 1050 Bruxelles (Belgique)
Tel (+32) - (0) 496 62 74 85
E-Mail : florence.delapradelle@struyven-law.be
The European Association of Democratic Lawyers: http://www.aeud.org/
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Rallies, demonstrations and events on the Day of the Endangered Lawyer
2016
Lawyers from all around the world gathered and held rallies in front of embassies and
consulates of Honduras in many European and non-European capitals and cities in support of
the lawyers in Honduras, who are being obstructed in practicing their profession. A petition
on behalf of the Honduran lawyers and other law professionals was handed over to the
Honduran authorities. The full text of the petition can be found here:
http://www.eldh.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/ejdm/events/2016/Petition__DAY_OF_THE_ENDANGERED_LAWYER_2016.pdf
Here you find a selection of the pictures of manifestations in different cities. Unfortunately we
didn’t receive pictures from all the cities that held demonstrations or events on the Day of the
Endangered Lawyer.
Belgium, Brussels
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Canada
The Law Society and Canadian Lawyers for International Human Rights (CLAIHR) held a
special event to honour colleague lawyers, and call for the safe and unobstructed practice of
law around the world.
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England (UK), London
On Friday, 22nd January 2016 lawyers, paralegals and campaigners, with the Haldane Society
of Socialist Lawyers, the English member association of ELDH, held a protest outside the
Honduran Embassy. A petition on behalf of the Honduran lawyers and other law professionals
was handed over to the Ambassador. The aim of the protest was to highlight the ongoing
wave of violence directed at lawyers and human rights defenders in Honduras.

9

France, Paris
In Paris there was a great cooperation between SAF, IDHAE and other associations.

Germany, Berlin
In Berlin the demonstration took place in front of the Honduran Embassy. The petition
mentioned above was handed over to the Ambassador.
In April 2016 the Ambassador received some of the German lawyers, who participated in the
demonstration. They spoke about the situation in Honduras and the Ambassador promised to
bring the petition under the attention of the Honduran government and that a second meeting
would follow after he received a reply from his government.
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Italy, Rome

The Netherlands, The Hague
In The Hague lawyers demonstrated in front of the International Peace Palace, because there
is no Honduran Embassy or Consulate in the Netherlands. Therefore the petition was handed
over to a representative of the European Union instead. After the demonstration a colloquium,
organized by the Foundation Lawyers for Lawyers was hosted by the lawyers office Buren in
The Hague.
On the 12th of July 2016 lawyers supporting the Day of the Endangered Lawyer, had a
meeting with representatives of the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs in The Hague to ask for
attention for and support of endangered lawyers in Honduras. The aim is to help (fund) a
group of Honduran lawyers who want to set up a project to protect endangered lawyers in
Honduras by offering relocation for threatened lawyers and their families, supporting children
of murdered lawyers and informing lawyers about the dangers of their profession.
A member of this Honduran group of lawyers will join the International Caravana of Jurists
Trip to Colombia to show solidarity, exchange experience and knowledge and to build a
network. For more information about the Caravana see:
http://www.colombiancaravana.org.uk).
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Colloquium at lawyers office Buren in The Hague
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Spain / Catalonia, Barcelona
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Turkey
Çağdaş Hukukçular Derneği (CHD), the Progressive Lawyers Association in Turkey, and
other lawyers demonstrated in six Turkish cities on the Day of the Endangered Lawyer.
Antep
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Alanya

Izmir
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Mersin

Ankara
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Philippines, Manila

19

20

Publications on the Day of the Endangered Lawyer 2016
Every year the Day of the Endangered Lawyer is getting more and more support. It does not
go by unnoticed. Below is a small selection from the publications about the Day of the
Endangered Lawyer 2016.
Canada
Public Statement of The Law Society of Upper Canada ‘Honduras: human rights
violations faced by lawyers and members of the judiciary’, on their website, 26th February
2016:
http://www.lsuc.on.ca/newsarchives.aspx?id=2147485737&cid=2147502264
England (UK)
Article ‘Reflections for the Day of the Endangered Lawyer: the case of Honduras’ by
Lizzette Robleto de Howarth on the website of The Law Society, 21st of January 2016:
http://communities.lawsociety.org.uk/international/regions/global/reflections-for-the-day-ofthe-endangered-lawyer-the-case-of-honduras/5053195.fullarticle
Article ‘Honduras, like all states, must recognise that lawyers need defending too’ by
Jonathan Smithers (president of the Law Society of England and Wales) on the website of
The Guardian, 24th of January 2016:

http://communities.lawsociety.org.uk/international/regions/global/reflections-for-the-day-ofthe-endangered-lawyer-the-case-of-honduras/5053195.fullarticle
France
Article ‘6ème Journée annuelle de l'avocat en danger’ on the website of Le Monde Du
Droit, 21st of January 2016:
http://www.lemondedudroit.fr/institutions-associations-reseaux/214077-6eme-journeeannuelle-de-lavocat-en-danger.html
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The Netherlands
Article ‘Advocaten zijn hun leven niet zeker’ by Thomas de Waard in Dutch newspaper
Trouw, 23rd of January 2016

Turkey
Article "23 Ocak Tehlikedeki Avukatlar Günü" on the website of Hürriyet, 23rd of January
2016:
http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/yerel-haberler/izmir-haberleri/23-ocak-tehlikedeki-avukatlargunu_44666/
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Article ‘Honduraslı Avukatlar için Tehlikedeki Avukatlar Günü Protestosuna
Çağrımızdır’ on Halkin Sesi, 21st January 2016
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