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Introduction

There are many lawyers around the wavlib are, on a daily basis, prevented from practising
law and doing their professional duties. There are lawyers who are being harassed, silenced,
put under pressure, threatened, persecuted and tortured. There are also known cases of
lawyers who disappearext were murdered, just because they took their professional duties
seriously and wanted to put them into practice.

The structural obstruction of lawyers in the exercise of their profession is a serious human
rights problem that deserves our full attentoml support. That is why every year on thé 24

of January we pay special attentioon an international levélto lawyers all over the world

who are being endangered. This day is recognized as the International Day of the Endangered
Lawyer.

In previous years we asked for special attention to the situation of lawyers in Iran, Turkey, the
Basque Country, Colombia and the Philippines. In 2016, on the occasion of the 6th
International Day of the Endangered Lawyer,hageset our focus on the gdtion in

Honduras.

Lawyers from all around the world gathered and held rallies in front of embassies and
consulates of Honduras many European and ndfuropean capitals and cities in support of

the lawyers in Honduras who are being obstructed in practicing their profession. These rallies
and demonstrati@wereorganized by the European lawyer organizations ELDH and AED,

and theFoundation Day of the Endangered Lawyer. The rallies and demonstrations were
among others supported the following international lawyer organisations and Bar
associations

The Honduran Association of Judges for Democracy

The European Bar Human Rightsstitute IDHAE

The Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe CCBE

ManyBar Associationsf the capitals and international cities

Lawyers for Lawyerstlie Netherlands)

The International Association of Democratic Lawyers IADL

The International Associatiofo Peopl ebs Lawyers
The International Association of Lawyers UIA

The Cdlegio de Abogados de Honduras

In The Hague the demonstration took place in front of the International Peace Palace, because
of the lack of an Honduran Embassy or Consulate in the Netids.

This report is made by:
Hans Gaasbeek
Imane Aynan



Overview of the situation of lawyers and judges in Honduras

Since the coup do®t"otJue2t? hurmam dgkts yiolatomséave n t h e
escalated in Honduras. The human rights violations have gravely affected the Honduran
population, their effects and repercussions have continued, persisted, and made the situation
of the country very complex. Thsituation has been stated by different United Nations
mechanisms: Special procedures, Human Rights Treaty Bodies, and the Human Rights
Council. The Inter American Human Rights System and different national and international
human rights organizations healso referred to it. The practice of law has become a high

risk profession in Honduras. Lawyers and human rights activists have been threatened,
attacked, abducted and assassinated as a result of their work. In Honduras more lawyers have
been murdered #m in any other country in the world. Peace Brigades International (PBI) has
observed that the lawyers who provide legal assistance in cases surrounding land and
territorial rights are at particularly high risk.

The National Commissioner of Human Right8QNADEH, by its initials in

Spanish) registered 89 cases of violent death of lawyers between 2010 and March 2015. Of
the 89 casualties 81% were men and 19% were women. Among the lawyers who died
violently in the past five years there were also judges, straggs, public prosecutors and
counsellors. Most victims were executed inside their vehicles, sometimes in the

company of their families, friends or clients. Others were killeat just outsideheir home

or on public roads. Most of these assassinatware committed with firearnmsy secalled
sicarios(hired killers)

Sadly the assassinations of lawyers are ongoing in 2016. Already six more lawyers have been
murdered this year alone:

1. SALIM AGURCIA REYES , was shot death or"&f January 201t San Pedro Sula.
Agurcia He wassupposedI|xilled by sone of his debtors, who refused to pay him back

2. FRANKLIN EDGARDO MONTERO (32 years old), was shot to death on th& @5
January 2016 isanta Barbara. Theason for his asssisationremairs unknown butit is
assumedhathewaskilled, becausée was a Criminal Lawawyer and he wadefending
among others cases relatedrtoney laundering.

3.ELVIN ALEXANDER VELASQUEZ ESPINAL (33 years old)was shot to death on the

14" of March 2016 irLa Ceiba He wasallegedlymurdereddue to his legal workHe

represented clients in criminal and civil cases. After the assassination of ESRIN#dS

Molina, the president of the Bar Asciation inLa Ceiba stated the followingiWe'rereally

upset about the powerlessness we feel, that
impunity continues to prevail. The investigating authorities never find those respongible



4. JOHNNY JESUS RIOS LINARES, was shot to death finont of his children on the 20
of May 2016 inSan Pedro Suld@ heauthoritiespresume that he was killed, because he was a
Criminal Law Lawyer.

5.JOSE LEONEL ANDINO (32 years old) was shot to death on th& dBJune 2016 in
San Pedro Suld@’he reasns for his assassination are unknown.

6. SAIRA FLETES, was shot to death on the"16f July 2016 in San Pedro Sula. According
to the police she was murdered, because she was alledizedd to a very dangerous
criminalorganizaton known asiefilasB®ha@aachanoso (The
Olanchanos is the demonym of a Honduran Department called Olancho).

It goes without saying that the human rights situation in Honduras is grave and alarming. It
deserves ourontinuous attentioand unceasingupport.The Day of the Endangered Lawyer,
keeps seeking attention and support of threatened lawyers in Honduras.

More information on the human rights situation in Honduras can be found here:

http://nl.dayoftheendangeredlawyer.eufegntent/uploads/sites/2/2015/12/REP GRN-
LAWYERS-VIOLENT-DEATH-CONADEH.pdf

http://nl.dayoftheendangeredlawyer.eufegntent/uploads/sites/2/2015/12/Briefing-the-
situationof-HonduranLawyers ELDH nov21.pdf

http://communities.lawsociety.org.uk/international/regionsialfreflectionsfor-the-day-of-
the-endangeredawyerthe-caseof-honduras/5053195.fullarticle

Also for further information, please contact:

Hans GaasbeekInternational Coordinator of the Day of the Endangered Lawyer
Nieuwe Gracht 5a2011 NB Haarlem (&/sBas)

Tel: (+31)- (0)23 531 86 57

E-Mail : hgaasbeek@gaasbeekengaasbeek.nl

Thomas Schmidt, Barristerand SecretaryGeneral of the European Association of
Lawyers for Democracy and World Human Rights (the ELDH,http://www.eldh.eu)
Platanenstrasse 13, 4023Buesseldorf (Allemagne)

Tel (+49)- (0)211 444 001, Mobile +34(0) 172 68 10 888

E-Mail: thomas.schmidt@eldh.eu
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Florence de La Pradelle

Rue Souveraine, 95, 1050 Bruxelles (Belgique)
Tel (+32)- (0) 496 62 74 85

E-Mail : florence.delapradelle@struywésw.be

The European Association of Democratic Lawyéetg://www.aeud.org/


http://www.aeud.org/

Rallies,demonstrationsand eventson the Day of the Endangered Lawyer
2016

Lawyers from all around the world gathered and held rallies in front of embassies and
consulates of Honduras in many European andEwopean capitals and cities in support of
the lawyers in Hondurasvho are bag obstructed in practicing their profession. A petition
on behalf of the Honduran lawyers and other law professionals was handed over to the
Honduran authorities. The full text of the petition can bedicere:

http://www.eldh.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/ejdm/events/2016/Petiion_
DAY OF THE ENDANGERED LAWYER 2016.pdf

Here you find a selection of the pictures of manifestations in different cities. Unfortunately we
didndot receive pictures from all the cities
Endangered Lawyer.
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http://www.eldh.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/ejdm/events/2016/Petition_-_DAY_OF_THE_ENDANGERED_LAWYER_2016.pdf
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Canada

The Law Society and Canadian Lawyers for International Human Rights (CLAlIeIB&
special evento honour colleague lawyers, and dall the safe and unobstructed practice of
law around the world.
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January 26 @ 5:00 pm - 7:30 pm
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View the video

The Day of the Endangered Lawyer, marked on January 24th of each year, is a time to reflect on the plight of lawyers around the world, who risk harassment,

persecution and Injury as they work to protect the rights of those who need it most.

Join the Law Society and Canadian Lawyers for International Human Rights (CLAIHR) for a special event honouring our colleagues, and calling for the safe and

unobstructed practice of law around the world.
Keynote Speaker:

Georgette Gagnon, former Director of Human Rights for the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), international human rights lawyer and

advocate.
January 26,2016

Presentations: 5:00 p.m.~-6:30 p.m. *
Reception: 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Osgoode Hall, 130 Queen St. W., Toronto

(Please enter through the east-side doors facing Nathan Phillips Square)
Refreshments will be served.

*This program is eligible for up to 1.5 Substantive Hours



England (UK), London

On Friday, 22nd January 2016 lawyers, paralegals and campaigners, with the Haldane Society
of Socialist Lawyers, the English member association of ELDH, held a protest outside the
Honduran Embassy. A petition on behalf of the Honduran lawyersthadlaw professionals

was handed over to the Ambassador. The aim of the protest was to highlight the ongoing
wave of violence directed at lawyers and human rights defenders in Honduras.




France, Paris

In Paris there was a greaioperation between SAF, IDHAE and other associations.

Germany, Berlin

In Berlin the demonstration took place in front of H@enduran Embassy.he petition
mentioned above wdsnded over to the Ambassador.

In April 2016 the Ambassador received some of the German lawyers, who participated in the
demonstration. They spoke about the situation in Honduras adgrtbassador promised to

bring the petition under the attention of the Honduran government and that a second meeting
would follow after he received a reply from his government.
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