Haarlem, September 18 2019
DECLARATION

The Board and the Coordinator of the Foundation Day of the Endangered Lawyer are deeply shocked
by the horrifying murder attack this morning in Amsterdam on the human rights lawyer Derk
Wiersum, based in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. Our thoughts are with his family members and
friends.

Our Foundation notes that this murder is also an attack on the State of Law and the Rule of Law. We
wonder how the protection or the safety of this very fine colleague was taken care of by the State,
especially because he had been threatened recently as a lawyer in the ‘crown witness case’.

We wonder how it is possible that the fact that our wonderful colleague gave legal aid can lead to
this murder attack?

The United Nations principles on the role of lawyers not only strongly condemn all attacks on lawyers
who perform their professional duty, but also urge states to guarantee the safety of lawyers and take
all necessary measures to reach that goal. Furthermore, we see the attack on our colleague as very
inhumane and urge the Dutch government to start a thorough investigation to those who ordered
and committed this murder.

On behalf of the Foundation Day of the Endangered Lawyer and the other international lawyer
organizations mentioned,

mr. Hans Gaasbeek and mr. Symone Gaasbeek-Wielinga

Gaasbeek en Gaasbeek Advocaten
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